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they were obliged to borrow from their friends each
a chair and a little table. They found their chapel
in a still more melancholy condition: after the
sacred vessels and the pictures had been taken away,
the shelves of the altar had been thrown down; the
linings of the ornaments had been given to negresses
decried for their evil lives; and a large crucifix,
which had stood above the altar, and the chande-
liers, were found placed above a cupboard in a house
whose reputation was not good. To see the marks
of spoliation in the chapel, one might have thought
that it was the enemies of the Catholic religion
who had caused it.

It was at that time that the Jesuits of Illinois saw
their associate, Father de Vernay, arrive; he came
from the post of Saint Ange, seventy or eighty
leagues distant. The order to carry out the decree
in regard to him had been sent there also; this order
was so exactly followed that from the seizure and
sale of his possessions they did not except a little
supply of hazelnuts which was found in his house.
Meanwhile, Father de Vernay had had the fever for
six months; it remained with him until his arrival
in France, six months later. This was no reason
for deferring his departure; the order to leave had
been given, and how would he have remained in a
house stripped of furniture and provisions? He set
out on his way; it was then the month of November;
he had to travel across very wet woods and prairies,
exposed to the cold and rain. It was in this condi-
tion that Father de Vernay came to join the band of
banished missionaries, who were awaiting their
embarkation. It was for their advantage that this
embarkation was not too long deferred; they had



